
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SADD CARES WEEK
Our SADD chapter had been 

searching for something to 
generate some good vibes and 
positive energy in our school, the 
Redfield SADD Students had a 
great suggestion! 

During the month of February, 
we promoted a campaign called 
SADD Cares, where SADD 
groups take simple sticky notes 
and wrote encouraging messages 
to share with their student bodies. 

 They were creative and 
were sure that all of these 
messages were 
completely 
positive. When 
the notes were 
ready, 
students 
plastered 
them around 
the school! We 
also presented 
hearts and a 
magnet to 
each faculty 
and staff 
person at the 
Redfield School to show our 
appreciation for their support 
of SADD. 

   

 

 

        
Tessa.Jaton@k12.sd.us 

605-450-9691 

LeAnn.Wasmoen@k12.sd.us 

605-450-1385 

      

True leaders have the 

confidence to stand alone 

the courage to make tough 

decisions, and the 

compassion to listen to the 

needs of others,but they 

become leaders by the 

quality of their actions and 

the integrity of their intent  

REDFIELD SADD 
ADVISORS The 2015-2016 school year is racing by, prom and graduation is right around the 

corner.  As prom season approaches, SADD is reaching out to students and the 
community that surrounds them to offer practical tips, idea and activities that will 
keep our teens safe during prom season and beyond. Some schools have already 
had their proms, and we applaud their SADD chapters for the excellent prevention 
events they organized.  Here are some more tips from Safe and Sober Prom Night 
to make sure this special night is one that will always remain a happy memory. Be 
prepared to deal with the pressures that come with the territory. Not everyone will 
be as smart as you. There will be some who will decide to drink or use drugs and try 
to encourage you to do the same. Don’t be caught off guard and say “yes” to 
something you’ll regret. Be ready to say “No” or walk away. Humor often works in 
these situations, and once they realize you’re not going to join them, they’ll leave 
you alone. This will be worth far more than one night of bad choices. Be a leader 
for others to see. Just like peer pressure works to get others to drink or use drugs, it 
can also work in a positive way. If you’re having a blast and are the life of the 
party AND you’re staying sober, others will take notice. Show them it’s possible and 
actually better to have a good time without being intoxicated. You’ll have a great 
time with no regrets! 
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SADD Northern Lights Conference 
Grand Forks, ND  

 On Saturday afternoon March 19, 2016, Northern Lights SADD's student leaders 
gathered at the Alerus Center in Grand Forks, North Dakota to put the finishing 
touches on what was the BEST Northern Lights SADD Conference in recent history. The 
Northern Lights Advisory Board consists of students from North Dakota, Minnesota, 
and South Dakota including Carter Wegner and Chris Shine from Redfield.  They have 
been elected for Northern Lights advisory board for three years in a row. There were 
nine additional students representing Redfield SADD Chapter; Jazlynn Rissetter, 
Shailynn Becker, Kelsey Anderson, Kara Deyoung, Jon Shottenkirk, Drew Rozell, 
Braden Terry, Ethan Kopplin along with Redfield SADD Advisors Tessa Jaton and 

LeAnn Wasmoen. 
This year's conference theme was: The Force Awakens and all activities centered around that theme. The 
conference officially kicked off at 4:30 PM on Sunday afternoon with registration and concluded with the 
traditional Candlelight Ceremony at 1:00 PM on Tuesday. Presenters, speakers and exhibitors gathered at 
the Alerus from all across the SADD region, including AAA, Altru, the National Guard and the North Dakota 
State Fair. The goal was to motivate these high achieving students to create the best communities that they 
possibly can.  The Redfield Chapter led a workshop on how SADD Chapters can plan and implement 
awareness activities in their school. 
 
 
 

  
 
  

Carter Wegner, Lee 
Erikson, and Chris Shine

Redfield SADD Students



 

 

 Kick Butts 

Day: March 

16, 2016 

Kick Butts Day is 

a day of activism 
for young people 

to speak out against Big Tobacco.  

 

Today’s middle school students often face the same 
issues as high school students. It is so important for high 
school SADD chapters to reach out to their middle 
school counterparts and help them consider how poor 
decisions now could have long-term consequences. 

Youth openly recognize that they are more likely to 
listen to their peers than a classroom teacher—even 
though the message may be the same. 

As mentors, SADD members can provide 
information, skills, encouragement and support to 
help these younger students say no to tobacco, alcohol 
and other drugs. 

Thousands of teens are trying tobacco for the first 
time each day, and many will lose their lives to a 
tobacco-related causes after becoming a life-long 
user. On March 16th, 2016  Kick Butts day, a 
nationwide initiative that makes students leaders in 
the effort to stop youth tobacco use, the Redfield 
chapter of SADD  took a stand to stop youth from 

getting hooked on deadly tobacco products.. As part 
of the Kick Butts Day celebration, SADD students 
presented “They Put What? In a Cigarette” during 
lunch at Redfield Public School. The event consisted 
of tables showcasing the ingredients found in 
cigarette tobacco. Presentation includes handouts, 
pamphlets, posters and educational information. 
Today’s youth are not just part of the problem; 
they’re part of the solution.  

 

 

                                         
 

 

 

 



 

What do you remember about SADD? Mock car crashes during prom season? 
Students against driving drunk? Well, that was the SADD of yesteryear. Today, 
SADD is a complex and dynamic organization leading the way on the subject of 
the health and safety of our nation’s youth. 

In 1981, students in Wayland were moved to respond to the loss of several friends. 
Learning about the high death rate of young people due to drinking and driving 
across the country (almost 100 per week!), they took matters into their own 
hands and founded SADD. In their first decade of work raising and awareness 
and advocating for changes in government policy and law, the rate of teen 
(drunken driving) deaths by alcohol on the highway dropped by almost 60 
percent — a significant achievement. By then, however, the number of critical 
issues facing students had multiplied, and SADD stepped up to address them. 

Today negative pressures, mixed messages, and deadly “popular trends” 
bombard our students. Illegal drugs are being used “recreationally” and certain 
drugs are being legalized. Our homes abound with potentially deadly substances; 
prescription drugs, spray paint, bath salts, and even cooking spices are now being 
abused. Then, there’s the dizzying array of personal technologies, which offer 
opportunities for 24/7 distraction on and off the road, enable isolation and 
embolden cyber bullies. Teen dating violence is becoming more prevalent, and 
young celebrities who display bad behavior are being rewarded with more media 
attention, more Twitter followers and larger paychecks. 

As a parent, I believe it is our primary responsibility to educate our children about 
and protect them from negative influences. Some things, however, are out of our 
control, especially as our children gain independence in middle and high school, 
where other adult role models, the media, and peers have influence over daily 
decisions, from the clothes they wear, activities they choose and risks they take to 
how they perceive themselves and the world. It’s more important than ever to 
have an extended network of organizations, adults and peers committed to 
empowering and protecting students, thereby enabling them to make healthy 
and safe life decisions. That’s why SADD is such a critical resource. 

 
 

A Leader is one who knows the way, goes the 

way, and shows the way----John Maxwell 



Start Thinking Summer: SADD National Opportunities 

 

The SADD National Conference will be held at the 
Sheraton Pittsburgh Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Sunday, June 26th—Wednesday, June 29, 2016.  This is 
an opportunity for chapter members to hear from 
some of the best youth motivational speakers in the 
nation, attend informational and skill-building 
workshops, and network with chapters from all over 
the country! Attendees will receive training in five 
specialized workshop tracks focused on: Youth Traffic 
Safety, Substance Abuse, Personal Health & 
Safety, Chapter Development and Advisor 
Development. 
As of right now we have four SADD Students attending 
Chris Nelson, Bryer and Bryce Knigge and Ethan 
Kopplin! If anyone is still interested in attending its not 
too late!  Contact Tessa Jaton @ 450-9691.  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

                  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spink County Coalition sponsored 

a   Town Hall Meeting which focused 

on confronting methamphetamine and 

other drug and alcohol use in Spink 

County in which 125 people attended. 

 

        Town Hall Meeting  
April 5, 2016 
Sponsored by the 

Spink County Coalition 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many themes emerged 
from round table 

discussions as participants 
discussed what the local 
drug and alcohol issues 
are and how community 
members can assist in 

addressing them. 

 Easy access to drugs 
and alcohol 

 Alcohol is culturally 
accepted  at many 
community  and 
family activities 

 Hold more training 
events 

 Increased crime, 
residents feel less 
safe 

 Support local law 
enforcement in 
reporting suspected 
activity 

 Provide more 
treatment and 
recovery options 

 Stronger penalties for 
users 

 Random drug testing 
in places of 
employment 

 
 

Panelists: 
 Sheriff Kevin Schurch shared his 

difficulties with increasing 
incarceration costs for Spink 
County 

 DCI Agent Jeff Bellon defined meth 
and how it is produced and used 

 Heidi Gehrke, Physician Assistant 
explained the physical effects of 
meth and the withdrawal process 

 Kristin Kochekian, lawyer, shared 
her perspective as a criminal 
defense attorney and explained 
Senate Bill 70 to allow 
rehabilitation opportunities 
instead of incarceration for first 
time offenders. 

 Representative Lana Greenfield 
encouraged everyone to be vigilant 
in watching our neighborhoods 
and intervening as necessary 

 Highway Patrolman John 
Schroeder indicated that most DUI 
arrests are for drugs, not alcohol 
and that the labs in South Dakota 
that process the tests are very 
overwhelmed and slow to get 
results out making it difficult to 
have that evidence to prosecute 
offenders 

 

According to the Community 

Perception Survey results (95 surveys) 

from the Town Hall meeting 59% of 

people surveyed feel that in their 

community families and parents allow 

underage youth to consume alcohol and 

54% fell that underage drinking is 

viewed as a “rite of passage.” 

Respondents also overwhelmingly feel 

that it is wrong or very wrong for adults 

to furnish or provide alcohol to 

underage youth. 

Interested in being involved in 
continued discussions of the 
issues surrounding meth use? 
Please contact Le Ann 
Wasmoen, 450-1385 or 
leann.wasmoen@k12.sd.us 

           

www.spinkcountycoalition.com 

 


